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AIRCRAFT WITH A COCKPIT INCLUDING A 
VIEWING SURFACE FOR PILOTING WHICH 

IS AT LEAST PARTIALLY VIRTUAL 

[0001] The invention concerns a cockpit for a civil transport 
aircraft, that is to say for a commercial aircraft transporting 
passengers, their baggage and/or goods. The cockpit is the 
space reserved for the pilots. It contains all the controls (con 
trols for actuating control surfaces, lift-increasing ?aps and 
the like, controls for actuating the landing gear, the engines, 
the air-brakes, etc.) and the instruments necessary for piloting 
the aircraft. Conventionally it is always located at the front of 
the fuselage, in a region of the aircraft called the nose, pro 
vided with wide front and lateral window panes giving the 
pilots an unobstructed view not only forward of the aircraft, 
but also downward for the phases of landing and locomotion 
on the ground. In all that follows, “nose” is used to mean the 
whole of the front part of the fuselage, of modi?able form 
con?gured to receive the crew, which extends forward gen 
erally from a rear partition of the cockpit or of a resting area 
for the crew in a conventional aircraft, and which comprises a 
radome and a housing for a front landing gear. 
[0002] For aerodynamic reasons, the nose should ideally be 
lancet-shaped. However, the housing in the nose for radar, a 
landing gear, and especially for the cockpit, requires a much 
more complex shape and structure to be provided, with 
numerous radii of curvature. In particular, the presence of the 
cockpit requires a large glazed surface to be provided in order 
to give operational physical visibility and to meet the rules 
and requirements for certi?cation, such a glazed surface 
being very heavy which requires numerous structural rein 
forcements to be put in place which increase the mass of the 
aircraft still further. 
[0003] In order to optimize the view outside and in particu 
lar to limit the problems of optical distortion and the impact 
on the aerodynamics of the aircraft, the front panes are pref 
erably ?at or have a dual curvature with large radii, and this 
adds still further to the weight for the glazed part. 
[0004] What is more the positioning of the cockpit at the 
front of the aircraft extending in line with the passenger cabin 
reduces the size of that cabin all the more and the number of 
passengers capable of being received or their comfort, 
thereby limiting the ?nancial pro?ts for the airline company 
exploiting the aircraft. 
[0005] The invention is directed to mitigating these draw 
backs by providing an aircraft having a new cockpit of which 
the impact on the mass and on the aerodynamics of the aircraft 
is signi?cantly reduced. 
[0006] Another object of the invention is to enable the 
payload the aircraft can take aboard to be increased. 
[0007] The invention is also directed to increasing safety, in 
particular by improving the pilot’s perception and awareness 
of the outside scene forward of the aircraft. 
[0008] For this, the invention concerns an aircraft including 
a cockpit comprising a surface, referred to as viewing surface 
for piloting, giving at least one pilot a view of an outside scene 
comprising the environment of the aircraft extending forward 
of the aircraft. The aircraft according to the invention is 
remarkable in that at least part of said viewing surface for 
piloting is free of any glazed surface and is formed by display 
means for a digital image representing at least part of an 
outside scene comprising the environment of the aircraft 
extending forward of the aircraft. 
[0009] Thus, at least part of the windshield assembly 
through which, in the cockpit of the prior art, the pilot may see 
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the outside scene forward of the aircraft, is virtual in the 
cockpit according to the invention. This windshield assembly 
part is replaced by a digital image, that is to say that at least 
part of the outside scene as viewed by the pilot is a virtual 
reconstitution of the real environment of the aircraft. The 
replacement of at least part of the glazed surface by display 
means for a digital image gives the possibility of improving 
the aerodynamics and of lightening the structure, and thus the 
weight, of the aircraft nose. 

[0010] It is to be noted that the outside scene which the 
pilots may observe in a traditional aircraft is limited to the 
environment extending forward of the aircraft from the nose. 
As will be seen on reading the following description, the 
invention enables the pilot to be offered the choice between 
several outside scenes, while it is to be noted that, for the 
needs of piloting, the outside scenes offered include the envi 
ronment forward of the aircraft. 

[0011] Advantageously and according to the invention, the 
display means comprise one or more of the following means: 

[0012] a screen and associated means for projection (in 
cluding back-projection) 

[0013] a device with lasers for forming a holographic 
image. 

[0014] The digital image of the outside scene may be an 
image projected onto a screen or take on the form of a holo 
gram or any other form. 

[0015] This digital image of the outside scene may be 
formed from video data supplied by an on-board video cam 
era, disposed for example at the front of the aircraft or in a ?n 
of the aircraft, and/or on the basis of data stored in data banks 
or supplied by other video cameras. For example, when the 
aircraft is in locomotion on the ground and approaches a 
parking place in an airport, the projected image may be 
formed by a 3D reconstitution of the airport, stored in a data 
bank stored in a computer server on the ground, or captured 
by a video camera, in which reconstitution are embedded 
images termed circumstantial images, representing any 
obstacles currently present in the outside scene (such as an 
aircraft present at another parking place for example or any 
other vehicle passing within the zone), these incidental 
images coming from data supplied by an airport management 
service or by a video camera of the airport. 

[0016] Where the screen only covers part of the viewing 
surface for piloting, the rest of the viewing surface for piloting 
is formed by in the usual manner by glazed surfaces. As the 
total surface area of the glazed surfaces of the aircraft is 
reduced, the aircraft is made lighter. 
[0017] Furthermore, the glazed surfaces of the cockpit 
according to the invention may be of smaller size than those 
provided in the aircraft of the prior art. The structural rein 
forcements required for their integration into the structure of 
the aircraft are thus less or are even totally unnecessary, which 
also contributes to reducing the mass of the aircraft. Prefer 
ably, each of the glazed surfaces which the viewing surface 
for piloting may possibly comprise has a suf?ciently small 
surface area to be able to be integrated between two frames of 
the aircraft or, in the case of an aircraft with a composite 
structure, to be able to be integrated with a minimum of 
reinforcements (the maximum allowable surface area for 
each glazed surface depends on the form of the fuselage, and 
in particular on the diameter of the aircraft). The reduction of 
the glazed surfaces of the aircraft furthermore makes it pos 
sible to adopt a perfect lancet shape for the nose, which 
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considerably simpli?es the manufacture of the aircraft and 
results in an appreciable improvement in its aerodynamic 
performance. 
[0018] The mass saving obtained and the adoption of an 
aerodynamic shape directly induces a reduction in the fuel 
consumption of the aircraft and an improvement in the oper 
ating income of the aircraft for the airline company. The 
replacement of at least part of the windshield assembly of the 
prior art by a screen or other display means for a digital image 
also makes it possible to envision cleaning said digital image 
and/or enriching it using technologies such as 3D represen 
tation or augmented reality, capable of improving the percep 
tion by the pilot of the outside scene, and thereby of increas 
ing safety. For example, if an obstacle is detected on the path 
of the aircraft (in ?ight, this may be a storm cloud, on the 
ground, a vehicle situated on the runway or a parking place in 
an airport), it is possible to modify a video image of the 
outside scene so as to draw the pilot’s attention to that 
obstacle: by putting the obstacle into relief (3D representa 
tion); by accentuating the outline of the obstacle (augmented 
reality); by embedding within the image the representation of 
the aircraft according to the invention next to the obstacle 
(while taking account of the current course of the aircraft), or 
still another possibility is by embedding within the image the 
plot of the path that the aircraft should take to avoid the 
obstacle with certainty. 
[0019] Advantageously and according to the invention, the 
cockpit lacks any glazed surfaces, and the entirety of the 
viewing surface for piloting is formed by the display means. 
[0020] This preferred version does not exclude the possi 
bility of providing a viewing surface for piloting, comprising 
a screen and projection means or other display means for a 
digital image (indirect viewing), which preferably cover the 
major part of the viewing surface for piloting, and further 
comprising one or more small glazed surfaces (direct view 
ing) of reduced surface area, that are planar or have a long 
radius of curvature, which complete the screen (so as to cover 
the entirety of the viewing surface for piloting) or which are 
superposed relative to the screen, it then being provided for 
the latter to be transparent (OLED screen for example). 
[0021] Preferably, the screen (which covers the entirety or 
only part of the viewing surface for piloting) is an Organic 
Light-Emitting Diode (OLED) screen. This technology 
makes it possible to design screens of various shapes, in 
particular curved screens. 
[0022] Advantageously and according to the invention, the 
general shape of the viewing surface for piloting is that of a 
spherical cap, and the cockpit comprises a seat for a pilot 
situated in the center of that spherical cap. It may also be 
ovoid or lancet-shaped. 
[0023] In a preferred version, the viewing surface for pilot 
ing is of substantially hemispherical shape, for example hav 
ing a radius comprised between 3 and 4 meters. The viewing 
surface for piloting thus gives the pilot a 180° panoramic 
viewiboth vertically and horizontallyiof the outside 
scene. Of course, a screen giving the pilot a panoramic view 
of less than 180° or of more than 180° is also in accordance 
with the invention. 
[0024] Such a con?guration is made possible by the use 
according to the invention of a screen, or of a combination of 
a screen and glazed surfaces, instead of and in place of known 
windshield assemblies. 
[0025] The object of this preferred version is to immerse the 
pilot in a three-dimensional universe, at the center of the 
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action. This sensation of total immersion participates in 
strong and proper awareness of the environment by the pilot 
and thereby increases e?icacy and safety. 
[0026] Furthermore, the replacement of part of or the whole 
of the windshield assembly of prior cockpits by display 
means for a digital image makes it possible easily to envision 
delocalization of the cockpit to an unused zone of the aircraft, 
and inparticular into a zone di?icult to con?gure for receiving 
passengers or freight. The invention thus makes it possible to 
increase the payload of the aircraft and to improve its oper 
ating income for the aircraft company. 
[0027] Thus for example, the cockpit according to the 
invention is advantageously situated in a lower part of a ?n 
(vertical tail) of the aircraft. In this case, it is possible to 
maintain part of the viewing surface for piloting as glazed 
surface, through which the pilot is able to see the outside 
scene forward and to the sides of the aircraft, as well as the 
part of the aircraft which extends forward of the ?n, including 
the wing. However, that position of the cockpit does not 
enable the pilot to see, through a glazed surface, the environ 
ment of the aircraft extending below the nose thereof (which 
environment may form part of the outside scene which the 
pilot may wish to have available in particular for the phases of 
locomotion on the ground. That part of the viewing surface 
for piloting is then formed by a screen for example. 
[0028] As a variant, the piloting station according to the 
invention may also advantageously be situated below a cabin 
adapted to receive passengers, that is to say in a hold. 
[0029] When the cockpit is so delocalized in the ?n or in a 
hold, it is advantageous to provide for the passenger cabin to 
extend right to the front end of the aircraft, in order to increase 
the number or the comfort of the passengers that may be 
received and to give them an unprecedented view of the 
environment forward of the aircraft (windows provided for 
that purpose preferably being of much smaller size than the 
windshield assembly of known aircraft, in the interests of 
saving mass). 
[0030] The invention also concerns an aircraft character 
ized in combination by all or some of the features described 
above and below. 
[0031] Other details and advantages of the present inven 
tion will appear from the reading of the following description, 
which refers to the diagrammatic appended drawings and 
which relates to preferred embodiments, provided by way of 
non-limiting examples. In the drawings: 
[0032] FIGS. 1 to 4 are diagrammatic perspective views of 
a cockpit according to the invention observed in different 
phases of a mission and according to different scenarios. FIG. 
1 illustrates that cockpit during a phase of locomotion on the 
ground; FIG. 2 illustrates the cockpit during a phase of ?ight 
above a mountain chain; FIGS. 3 and 4 illustrate the cockpit 
or a part thereof during a phase of ?ight in bad weather. 
[0033] FIG. 5 is a side view of a ?rst embodiment of an 
aircraft according to the invention of which part of the struc 
ture is transparent so as to see the cockpit, delocalized in a 
hold. 
[0034] FIG. 6 is a side view ofa second embodiment ofan 
aircraft according to the invention of which part of the struc 
ture is transparent so as to see the cockpit, delocalized in the 
?n. 
[0035] FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a third embodiment 
of an aircraft according to the invention of which part of the 
structure is transparent so as to see the cockpit, situated in the 
nose. 
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[0036] FIG. 8 is a cross-section view in a longitudinal ver 
tical plane of the nose of the fourth embodiment of an aircraft 
according to the invention. 
[0037] The cockpit 10 illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 3 has a 
viewing surface 1 for piloting which is entirely formed by a 
spherical screen, for example by an OLED screen. In the 
illustrated example, that screen comprises three zones: a pan 
oramic ?rst zone 2 for viewing an upper part of an outside 
scene taking place forward of the aircraft, and two lower 
zones 3, 4 for viewing a lower part of that outside scene for 
example. These zones may be separate or form a continuous 
surface. The cockpit further comprises a ?rst seat 5 for a ?rst 
pilot arranged substantially at the center of the spherical cap 
formed by the screen, and a second seat 6 for a second pilot 
arranged to the rear and offset to one side of the ?rst seat 5. 
The expressions “to the rear”, “forward”, “to the side” make 
reference to a direction de?ned by a central axis of the cockpit 
passing through a central point of the viewing surface for 
piloting 1 and through a central point of a sitting surface of the 
?rst pilot seat 5 and passing from the seat 5 to the viewing 
surface for piloting 1. Preferably, this central axis of the 
cockpit coincides with a central longitudinal axis of the air 
craft, in order for the pilot to be installed in the “direction of 
travel” and to experience the same sensations as in a conven 
tional cockpit. It is to be noted that the illustrated cockpit is 
con?gured to receive two pilots but that it is also possible to 
provide only one pilot (the cockpit then only comprises a 
single pilot seat). 
[0038] Each seat 5, 6 is mounted on a rack slide (not shown 
in the drawings) preferably extending, and thus enabling dis 
placement of the seat, along the central axis of the cockpit. 
Forward of the rack slide of the ?rst seat 5 are situated two 
rudder pedals (not visible in the drawings). The rack slide thus 
makes it possible to adjust the distance between the pilot seat 
5 and the rudder pedals, according to the size of the pilot. 
[0039] The cockpit also comprises a ?rst instrument panel 
7 which, in position of use, follows an arc of a circle substan 
tially centered on a central point of the rack slide of the ?rst 
seat 5, and a second instrument panel 8 which, in position of 
use, follows an arc of a circle substantially centered on a 
central point of the rack slide of the second seat 6. 
[0040] The instrument panels 7, 8 each comprise a touch 
screen of transparent OLED type. Thus, the screen 2 to 4 of 
the viewing surface for piloting 1 is visible through the two 
instrument panels. 
[0041] The digital image of the outside scene projected 
onto the screen 2 to 4 is for example formed from a video 
image of the outside environment captured by an on-board 
video camera (not shown), which may be housed in the nose 
of the aircraft or in a ?n of the aircraft. It may as a variant or 
in combination be reconstituted from images stored in data 
banks (on-board or on the ground). 
[0042] The outside scene so ?lmed from the aircraft or 
reconstituted may be: 
[0043] an outside scene as is seen in a conventional aircraft, 

that is to say the environment of the aircraft forward of its 
nose; 

[0044] the environment of the aircraft and the aircraft seen 
from its ?n (looking towards the front of the aircraft) 

[0045] the environment of the aircraft and the aircraft seen 
from a point situated to the rear of the aircraft and at a 
higher or lower altitude (this point of view being ?xed 
relative to the aircraft, but preferably capable of being 
chosen by the pilot). 
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[0046] In a preferred version of the invention, the images of 
several outside scenes are produced and made available to the 
pilot, and the display means comprise means for selecting the 
display enabling the pilot to select the scene or scenes he 
wishes to display, depending, for example, on his manner of 
piloting or on the situation (phase of ?ight, weather condi 
tions, etc.). 
[0047] Furthermore, to that digital image of the outside 
scene there may be added one or more of the following items 
(the display means then being adapted to displayiand pos 
sibly also to generateithe said item or items: 
[0048] one or more images superposed relative to the digi 

tal image of the outside scene on the viewing surface 1 for 
piloting, for example such as: 
[0049] an arrow 32 representing the path the aircraft 

should follow, as recommended by a pilot on the ground 
given various obstacles (other vehicles on the ground, 
clouds, etc.) present on the current path of the aircraft; 
this example is illustrated in FIG. 3, 

[0050] the drawing of the outline or placing in relief or in 
color of an obstacle in the video image as illustrated in 
the case of a storm cloud 31 (here, drawings of lightning 
bolts are also added) in FIG. 3, in order to draw the 
pilot’s attention to that obstacle, 

[0051] a graphical representation 37 to 39 (cf. FIG. 3) of 
one or more ?ight instruments, such as an arti?cial hori 

zon, an anemometer, an altimeter, a directional gyro 
scope or horizontal situation indicator, etc. (see for 
example FIG. 3), 

[0052] an image formed holographically outside of (for 
example in front of) the viewing surface 1 for piloting, for 
example such as: 
[0053] a hologram 34 representing a 3D mesh of the 

earth’s surface extending under and forward of the air 
craft as illustrated in FIG. 2, it being possible for part of 
the hologram to be superposed relative to the digital 
image of the outside scene on the viewing surface for 
piloting 1, another part being able to invade the cockpit 
space; 

[0054] a hologram 35 (FIG. 4) representing a terrestrial 
globe with a modi?ed ?ight plan 33 which the aircraft 
should follow until the end of the mission, as recom 
mended by an assistant pilot on the ground having the 
task of managing the ?ight mission (the pilot in the 
aircraft then only having the task of ?ying the aircraft, 
which considerably reduces his workload) given the 
various obstacles present on the current ?ight plan of the 
aircraft, 

[0055] a hologram 36 representing for example an assis 
tant pilot on the ground, by way of warning signal in case 
of some kind of danger. 

[0056] a holographic representation 37 to 39 (cf. FIG. 4) 
of one or more ?ight instruments, such as an arti?cial 

horizon, an anemometer, an altimeter, a directional 
gyroscope or horizontal situation indicator, etc. (see for 
example FIG. 3), 

[0057] The cockpit 10 illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 4, may be 
housed below a passenger cabin 11 as may be observed in 
FIG. 5, the passenger cabin 1 1 then advantageously extending 
within the nose right to the front end of the aircraft. It is to be 
noted that in this case, the cockpit 10 may be housed at any 
location of the hold in a central part of the fuselage (FIG. 5) or 
in the nose (FIG. 8), the latter situation not preventing provi 
sion of a lancet-shaped nose since the cockpit may lack any 
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glazed surface. It is possible to provide a window 50 (FIG. 8) 
or a glazed ?oor between the cabin and the cockpit in order to 
enable the passengers to observe the pilot or pilots carrying 
out their functions, with their agreement. A resting space with 
berths 51 may be con?gured under the ?oor of the cabin to the 
rear of the pilot seat or seats, concealed from view. 
[0058] As a variant, the cockpit 10 according to the inven 
tion may be housed in a lower part of a ?n 12 of the aircraft, 
as FIG. 6 shows. In this variant, it is possible to provide a 
glazed surface to form part of the viewing surface for piloting 
since the structure of the ?n at that location bears no load. 
Furthermore, the integration of the cockpit in a lower part of 
the ?n enables an additional con?gurable volume to be recov 
ered, which was hitherto unused. The zone located under the 
cockpit in prior aircraft is a zone that is conventionally not 
commercially exploited. By shifting the rear ?uid-tight par 
tition of the cabin to the location of the APU compartment 
where the auxiliary generator system is installed and by posi 
tioning the horizontal tail higher than is customary, it is pos 
sible to retrieve a large volume, which is of no value for the 
cabin, but which is advantageous for the aircraft crew. As a 
matter of fact, this volume may be con?gured as a living area 
(with a room for resting) for the crew, this living area com 
municating directly with the cockpit and which could com 
municate with the cabin by an armored door, the access to 
which is reserved, to deter any act of infraction and terrorism. 
The comfort and safety of the crew are thereby improved. The 
creation of this area rendered safe for all the crew is made 
without taking volume away from the cabin and thus without 
reducing the number of passengers able to be received or their 
comfort. 
[0059] Thus, the APU compartment (not shown) of the 
aircraft illustrated in FIG. 6 is advantageously closed by a 
?uid-tight forward partition, extending to the rear of the ?n or 
below a rear portion of the ?n, and separating said APU 
compartment from a pressurized area con?gured to receive 
members of the crew. This area is preferably separated from 
the passenger cabin 11 by an armored door (not shown). 
[0060] The cockpit 10 may also be housed in the nose of the 
aircraft, including in a lancet-shaped nose, at the conventional 
location of a cockpit. FIG. 7 illustrates this variant, with a 
viewing surface for piloting that comprises, in addition to the 
display means according to the invention, glazed surfaces 40 
of small size. The virtual part of the viewing surface for 
piloting may be interrupted at the location of those glazed 
surfaces, or be superposed relative thereto, provided a trans 
parent screen or holographic display means are provided. 
[0061] The invention may be the object of numerous vari 
ants relative to the embodiments described and illustrated, 
provided those variants remain within the scope delimited by 
the appended claims. 

1. An aircraft including a cockpit comprising a surface, 
referred to as viewing surface for piloting, giving at least one 
pilot a view of an outside scene comprising the environment 
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of the aircraft extending forward of the aircraft, characterized 
in that at least part of said viewing surface for piloting is free 
of any glazed surface and is formed by display means for a 
digital image representing at least part of an outside scene 
comprising the environment of the aircraft extending forward 
of the aircraft. 

2. An aircraft according to claim 1, characterized in that the 
cockpit lacks any glazed surfaces, and in that the entirety of 
the viewing surface for piloting is formed by the display 
means. 

3. An aircraft according to claim 1 comprising a ?n, char 
acterized in that the outside scene displayed is chosen from 
among: 

the environment of the aircraft forward of its nose, 
the environment of the aircraft and the aircraft seen from its 

the environment of the aircraft and the aircraft seen from a 
point situated to the rear of the aircraft and at a different 
altitude. 

4. An aircraft according to claim 1, characterized in that the 
display means comprise means for selecting at least one out 
side scene to display. 

5. An aircraft according to claim 1, characterized in that the 
display means are adapted to enrich the digital image of the 
outside scene through use of a technology chosen from 
among 3D representation technologies and augmented reality 
technologies. 

6. An aircraft according to claim 1, characterized in that, 
the display means are adapted to display in addition an image 
(32, 37-39) superposed relative to the digital image of the 
outside scene on the viewing surface (1) forpiloting and/ or an 
image (33-39) formed holographically outside the viewing 
surface (1) for piloting. 

7. An aircraft according to claim 1, characterized in that the 
display means comprise a screen. 

8. An aircraft according to claim 7, characterized in that the 
screen is an Organic Light-Emitting Diode (OLED) screen. 

9. An aircraft according to claim 1, characterized in that the 
general shape of the viewing surface for piloting is that of a 
spherical cap, and in that the cockpit comprises a seat for a 
pilot situated in the center of that spherical cap. 

10. An aircraft according to claim 9, characterized in that 
the viewing surface for piloting is of substantially hemi 
spherical shape, having a radius comprised between 3 and 4 
meters. 

11. An aircraft according to claim 1, characterized in that 
the cockpit is situated below a cabin con?gured to receive 
passengers. 

12. An aircraft according to claim 1, characterized in that 
the cockpit is situated in a lower part of a ?n of the aircraft. 

13. An aircraft according to claim 11, comprising a cabin 
con?gured to receive passengers, characterized in that said 
cabin extends right to a front end of the aircraft. 

* * * * * 


